
Publication: The Virginian-Pilot; Date: Dec 23, 2011; Section: Opinion; Page: B6

your views 
   Prudent HRSD hikes 

   Re “Your sewer bill to triple,” front page, Dec. 17: While no one wants to see higher utility bills, the report on future increases in 
sewer rates for Hampton Roads omitted the array of important benefits these projects will provide for our region. 

   Hampton Roads Sanitation District facilities discharge to the waters where we live, play and harvest seafood. Faced with critical 
needs to upgrade aging infrastructure and remove pollution, HRSD has made a good business decision to initiate much-needed 
projects while interest rates and construction costs are low. 

   This will save money for ratepayers while also improving the health of our region’s waterways. 

   Continuing to put off the inevitable replacements and upgrades will result in more expensive upgrades and greater costs to rate-
payers. Simply put, our region cannot afford to wait. 

   The upgrades to HRSD’s facilities will have multiple benefits for our region. These projects will create much-needed jobs for a 
variety of businesses, help our localities meet Chesapeake Bay cleanup goals and increase the health of our region’s local 
waterways, which, in turn, support vibrant tourism, fishing and shipping industries. 

   Robert M. Stanton Norfolk 

   A moving wall 

   Re “Churches cherish space public schools offer,” Hampton Roads, Dec. 19: I disagree with those who want to impose prayer in 
public schools, erect permanent religious paraphernalia on public/government property, or who argue incorrectly that this is censoring 
religion. 

   However, I think that renting public school space to worthwhile organizations is a double-win. The schools can gain needed funds, 
and the believers get otherwise-unused space in which to worship and do the other good works of their church. 

   There are caveats, though. Obviously, the schools must be equally willing to rent to other worthy organizations. No discrimination or 
special favors. Also, religious material should be displayed only during the rental period. 

   Though local church leaders are understandably apprehensive about the possible implications of New York’s denial, I am glad the 
New York Supreme Court decided to permit the schools there to deny such rentals. The decision was not that the N.Y. schools could 
not rent to churches, but that they may choose that course. It upheld their right to ban such practices. 

   I can envision instances where churches would be unsuitable. The schools — or the state — should be allowed to terminate the 
agreement for cause or even to evict the violator. Or the school administration could claim the space for its own expanded programs, 
or administrators may have cause to entirely eliminate any such rental activity — to anyone. 

   I hope that local schools won’t decide that they now have to terminate any currently mutually beneficial leases to any of our 
churches. Most religious observances in a school when the school is not in session or not in use would not, in itself, violate church-
state separation. Even when separate, church and state can co-exist peacefully. 

   Wallace Harrison Virginia Beach 

   Mourning First Colony 

   One of the hardest experiences of the current economic downturn has been the loss of a century-old Norfolk company, First Colony 
Coffee. I had bought an excellent tea from them for almost 20 years. 

   More importantly, they were, whenever I called them to order, the most friendly, kind, hospitable people I’d ever talked to. They 
seemed like a small, family company, just incredibly nice and friendly. 

   I will miss their products and, more, their attitude for the rest of my life. This makes the economic downturn very personal and 
tragic. It’s like losing an old friend. 

   Garrett W. Sheldon Big Stone Gap 

   House is at work 

   The House of Representatives completed its requirement to fund the government through the fiscal year. Its trillion-dollar bill surely 
received the nod of the bipartisan Congressional Budget Office. Then the House passed a bill to fund a temporary tax holiday and to 
fast-track the Keystone XL pipeline. It sounds to me like the House of Representatives is alive and well and functioning. 

   The ball is now in the lap of its bicameral partner — and, of course, the president of the United States. 

   Marvin Barksdale Norfolk 

   Sordid sportsmen 
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