Bahamian
rhapsody!

THREE PAGES
OF COVERAGE
IN SPORTS
With a precarious four-point
lead and time to burn, ODU
puts its fate in the hands of
quarterback David Washington
and tailback Ray Lawry.

IT ALL CAME TOGETHER FRIDAY, when ODU, playing the first
bowl game in its short football history, beat Eastern Michigan 24-20 to
capture the Bahamas Bowl and finish the season 10-3.
Old Dominion tailback Ray Lawry got the offensive MVP Award and
coach Bobby Wilder got one final Gatorade bath of the 2016 season.
Congratulations!

Monarchs fans whoop it
up in the Bahamas as their
team delivers the victory.
And speaking of fans, find out
whether the Norfolk couple
who planned a one-day dash
and back were able to catch
that post-game flight.

JASON COOPER | OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY

SIGNS OF THE SEASON

SATURDAY | 12.24.16 | PILOTONLINE.COM |

Down to business
with the big guy

Our 152nd year | $1 in Hampton Roads

Plan to halt sewage
discharges could do
much to clean the bay,
but poses a quandary

fewer pounds of pollutants in Chesapeake Bay

reduction in
pollutants

potential
issues

A proposal by the
Hampton Roads
Sanitation District
to curb treated
water discharge at
seven of its plants
would mean 18
million pounds a
year less of nitrogen,
phosphorus and
sediment going into
the Chesapeake Bay.

While advocates
generally support
the proposal, some
also worry that
HRSD’s success
could take too
much pressure
off the region’s
cities and counties
to clean up their
own acts when it
comes to the bay.

By Dave Mayfield
The Virginian-Pilot

N

EVER in the history of the Chesapeake Bay cleanup has one project
promised to cut
pollution by so much.
If the Hampton Roads Sanitation District all but stops
discharging treated waste
from seven of its plants, as it
proposes, that’d mean 18 million pounds a year less of nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment going into the bay.
“How can it be a bad thing
to get rid of these nutrients
and sediment every year going forward?” said Peggy
Sanner, who oversees legal
matters in Virginia for the
nonprofit Chesapeake Bay
Foundation. “It’s a hugely important benefit, assuming all
the things work out.”
But Sanner is among environmental leaders who have
been scrutinizing the finer
print of the HRSD proposal called SWIFT – Sustainable Water Initiative for Tomorrow. While still lavishing
praise overall, she and others
are tempering it with some
caveats of concern.
Mostly, bay advocates are
worried that HRSD’s success
could take too much pressure off the region’s cities and
counties to clean up their own
acts when it comes to the bay.
The localities are facing
a series of deadlines over
the next decade and a half
to significantly cut pollution-carrying runoff from

See WASTE, PAGE 9

In a wardrobe not
so far, far away …
VIRGINIA’S GARRISON of dedicated “Star Wars”
L. TODD SPENCER | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT

costumers brings the series’ Dark Side to life.

Seven-year-old Michael Andrea Quinones sits
on the lap of Santa (played by Keith Lindgren) at
Virginia Dermatology & Skin Cancer Center in
Norfolk. The practice celebrates the spirit of the
holidays, and every year Santa arrives to hand out
gifts to the employees and their families.

If you’re still
looking for a
neat holiday
centerpiece,
may we suggest
a tropical icon
that’s also
delicious.
STEVE EARLEY | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT

By Teri Winslow
The Virginian-Pilot

S

H E H A S “ Sta r
Wa r s ” d i n ner ware, license
plates, Christmas
ornaments, costumes, action figures, posters and movie paraphernalia.
She dresses as bounty
hunter Aurra Sing, complete with a 6-foot-long rifle, 6-inch-long finger ex-

tensions, white makeup and
a shock of bright red hair.
She drives a special Jeep
decked out in honor of the scifi franchise and has a poster
of Han Solo trapped in carbonite on her refrigerator.
But as of a few days ago,
Debra Fowlkes still hadn’t
seen “Rogue One: A Star
Wars Story.”
“I had to work,” she told
friends who went to the
See STAR WARS, PAGE 7

Debra Fowlkes,
45, dresses as
bounty hunter
Aurra Sing
from “Star
Wars.” She’s
one of nearly
200 members
of Garrison
Tyranus, a
Virginia branch
of a worldwide
organization of
costumers.

“STAR WARS”
ACTRESS HAS
HEART ATTACK
Carrie Fisher was
in critical condition
Friday after suffering
a “cardiac episode”
during a flight from
London to Los Angeles,
according to airline
and emergency
officials.
PAGE 7

Home + Living

U.S. breaks
with past policy
and abstains
from a U.N. vote
condemning
settlements
in Israel.
Page 8

rainy
High: Mid-50s.
Back page of Sports
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Islamic State still calling
for attacks, feds warn
By Deb Riechmann
The Associated Press

Federal authorities warned Friday that Islamic State
sympathizers are continuing to call for attacks on churches and other holiday gathering sites.
The warning was issued after a publicly available list
of U.S. churches was posted on the militants’ social media site. It also came just days after Monday’s attack at
a Christmas market in Berlin that left 12 dead and 56
injured.
FBI spokesman Andrew Ames said U.S. citizens are
advised to maintain awareness of their surroundings
and report suspicious activity. He said the FBI will work
closely with federal, state and local law enforcement
should there be any potential threat to public safety.
“The FBI is aware of the recent link published online
that urges attacks against U.S. churches,” Ames said.
“As with similar threats, the FBI is tracking this matter while we investigate its credibility.”

obituaries
The Virginian-Pilot charges $7.04 per line
for print obituaries. Six line death notices
may be placed for $25. All obituary notices include
Pilotonline.com and a keepsake plaque or high
quality reprint with the exception of death notices.
The deadline is 4 PM the day
before publication except during
holidays/emergencies.
Please visit our self-serve web portal at
www.pilotezads.com to place an obituary.
Obituaries cannot be placed via email or telephone.
Contact 757-446-2325
with obituary questions
Monday through Friday from Noon until 4 PM.
Contact 757-446-2909
with In Memoriam questions.
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| Stormwater runoff
still an issue, advocates say

WASTE

Continued from Page 1

streets and parking lots.
If HRSD’s project works
out as planned, the wastewater agency will earn a
massive amount of pollution credits – so many that
it plans to give the localities whatever they need to
take care of their own bay
cleanup obligations.
That’s a potential windfall that the cities and counties never saw coming, and
they’re eager to capitalize on it.
A study done five years
ago for the Hampton Roads
Planning District Commission estimated the region’s
localities could face spending a combined $2 billion
to retrofit their stormwater management systems
in order to comply with a
stricter “pollution diet”
prescribed under the bay
cleanup.
Virginia Beach, the region’s most populous city,
would be hit with the biggest slice: Its current cost
estimate is $335 million.
Under the SWIFT project, HRSD would treat effluent to drinking-water
standards, then inject it
underground into the Potomac aquifer. HRSD projects the cost at $2 billion, to
be passed on in the form of
higher bills to its ratepayers. It plans to phase in the
project over a decade ending in 2030.
Computer models have
predicted that HRSD’s replenishment of the aquifer,
which is rapidly being depleted by groundwater users, would slow or even reverse subsidence across
much of the coastal plain.
Scientists say the sinking
of the land is largely caused
by the aquifer’s drawdown and has accounted
for roughly half of Hampton Roads’ relative sea level rise over the past halfcentury.
There’s even more sureness about the potential
benefit from HRSD’s project to the Elizabeth, James
and York rivers, where the
discharge of treated, but
still polluted, wastewater
would all but end.
“Certainly, there would
be significant water-quality benefits to the habitat,
to critters and so forth,”
Sanner said during a recent
conference organized by
the Virginia Coastal Policy
Center, part of the College
of William & Mary Law
School.
With less nitrogen and
phosphorus going into the
bay, dead-zone-creating algal blooms would diminish.
But Sanner said improvements to stormwater management systems also have
the potential to be “meaningful,” among the last major steps in the comprehensive, multiyear plan to
clean up the bay.
Stormwater pollution
has been increasing along
with development across
the bay watershed, in glaring contrast to some other
pollution categories where
significant progress has
been made. And one of
the advantages in focusing on runoff is the potential to touch many creeks
and smaller rivers, Sanner
said. HRSD’s project, on
the other hand, would cut
pollution along the “main
stem” rivers.
Sanner said she hopes
that state regulators consider the “entirely unprecedented” impact of HRSD’s

proposal and tell the localities, “you can use these
credits to meet some of
your obligation, but you
have to keep working on
stormwater.”
Whitney Katchmark,
who oversees water resources issues for the planning district commission,
called the credits a “good
news, great opportunity development” for the localities. Utilizing them, she
said, would save taxpayers a significant amount
of money.
Even with the credits,
Katchmark said, the region’s cities and counties
wouldn’t completely end
programs to better control
runoff. She said they’d just
pursue them more selectively. Among other reasons for such projects are
to reduce bacterial pollution that causes closures
of beaches and shellfish
harvest areas or to address
nuisance flooding and sea
level rise.
“This just would give
them a little more latitude” to assess the most
cost-effective ways to manage stormwater, Katchmark said. “It’s still such
an emerging science, and
there are not a lot of sure
things.”
She pointed to state grant
documents showing it can
easily cost tens of thousands of dollars per pound
of phosphorus removed to
build a retention pond or
to plant marsh grasses –
among the practices used
to hold back or absorb nutrient runoff.
HRSD and planning district officials have estimated that even after localities used the credits freed
by the SWIFT project to
meet their own obligations,
there still could be credits for more than 3 million
pounds a year of nitrogen
and phosphorus pollution
available along the rivers
of the lower bay.
That has raised the question of what would become
of those credits. Could they
be offered to the Navy,
VDOT, Old Dominion University and dozens of other public and private entities that also have pollution
diets under the bay cleanup? Could the credits be
used to entice new industrial employers whose pollution could then be accommodated within the cleanup
program?
Ted Henifin, HRSD’s
general manager, said
both are possibilities. He
said HRSD already has had
“cursory” discussions with
the Navy and VDOT about
the credits.
It’s also possible state
lawmakers or regulators
might seek to re-engineer
how the credits could be
used, he said.
Currently, guidelines for
the state’s decade-old nutrient credit trading system call for the credits to
be sold or given away in the
same watershed – what’s
earned by polluters that
reduce discharges in the
York stays in the York, for
example. But from time to
time, some legislators have
expressed interest in allowing credits generated in one
watershed to be swapped
into another.
The scope of HRSD’s
project has opened up all
kinds of questions, Henifin
said: “In many ways, we’re
in unchartered territory.”
Dave Mayfield, 757-446-2341,
dave.mayfield@pilotonline.com
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Allan Douglas Meekins
SUFFOLK - Allan Meekins
died at home Dec 4, 2016.
He was born in Norfolk
Feb 2, 1949 to Wilford M.
Meekins and Kathleen
Quidley Meekins Grizzard,
natives of the North Carolina Outer Banks. Allan was
a veteran of the US Coast
Guard and retired from the
Norfolk Naval Shipyard
as an electrician foreman.
He was predeceased by
his father, a sister, and two
brothers.
Survivors include his
mother, sister and brotherin-law Carol and Phillip
Berman of Suffolk; daughter and son-in-law Jennifer
Meekins and Todd Egan and
granddaughter Genevieve of
Horseheads, NY; son Jonathan Meekins of Virginia
Beach; son and daughterin-law Justin and Rachel
Meekins and granddaughter
Amelia of Richmond; nieces
Cheryl and Michelle; two
great-nephews, two greatnieces, uncle Linwood Quidley, and several cousins.
Allan was a good man who
loved his family. He will be
truly missed. Donations may
be made in his name to the
American Cancer Society.
Interment will be in St.
Mary’s Cemetery, Norfolk
Dec 30 at 11:30 am.

John Bernard Borrs
VIRGINIA BEACH - John
Borrs, 96, passed away on
Thursday, December 22,
2016. John was born in New
York City to the late John
Borrs and Anna Fieseler
Borrs. He was preceded in
death by his loving wife,
Ruth.
John was a member of
the first graduating class
of Queens College in New
York and received his MBA
from New York University.
He was a proud veteran
of World War II where he
served in the Army Air
Corps. John retired in 1985
as Vice President/Controller
of Warnaco Men’s Sportswear in Altoona, PA. Prior to
moving to Virginia Beach he
was active in Altoona Community Theater and Zion Lutheran Church in Hollidaysburg, PA. He volunteered
as a driver for Lee’s Friends
and enjoyed singing with the
Beachtones.
John is survived by his
daughter, Ellen Vasser, sonin-law, Willie Vasser, niece,
Christine Grevstad, nephews
William Hanna, Richard
Edwards, Peter Edwards and
Charles Edwards and special family members April
Vasser, Gregory Williams
and Autumn Williams.
A memorial service will
be held January 14, 2017 at
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
in Virginia Beach.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Children’s Hospital of The King’s
Daughters Cancer Program,
EdMarc Hospice for Children, Lee’s Friends or the
Foodbank of Southeastern
Virginia.
Online condolences may
be expressed to www.vacremationsociety.com.

George Frank Moore, Jr.
Oliver J. Talbert
CHESAPEAKE - Oliver J.
Talbert, 60, of Chesapeake
passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, December 21,
2016 in his home surrounded
by loved ones.
Oliver was born in Furth,
Germany to James H. and Liane Talbert. He was a loving
husband, father, son, brother,
and best friend who Honorably served his country in
the U.S. Army 2nd ACR.
“Scouts Out”
Survivors including his
parents are his loving wife
of 39 years, Vickie Talbert;
two sons, James A. Talbert
and his wife Megan, and
Christopher Talbert and his
wife Shannon; grandson,
Jake Talbert; and a brother,
Michael Talbert. He leaves
behind many loving extended family members as
well as the family he has
gained from over 31 years
at the port who knew him as
“Big O”.
A memorial service will
be conducted at 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 28,
2016 at Oman Funeral Home,
653 Cedar Rd. Chesapeake,
VA 23322. In lieu of flowers
memorial contributions may
be made to the American
Cancer Society. Family and
friends are invited to share
memories and sign the
online guestbook at www.
omanfh.com.

Richard E Thomas Jr
CHESAPEAKE - 39,
Passed away on Dec 14,
2016. Memorial service to be
announced. Steele-Bullock in
charged.

Sharon Joy Bouley
NORFOLK - 67, passed
away December 22, 2016.
Altmeyer Funeral Home is
assisting.

Neuland C. Collier Sr.
NORFOLK - 85, passed
away December 21, 2016.
Altmeyer Funeral Home is
assisting.

Lena Holley
NORFOLK - 89, Arrangements under the direction of
the Altmeyer Funeral HomeVirginia Beach, VA.

Jean C. Lamberth
NORFOLK - Jean C. Lamberth, 80, of the 3300 block
of Montana Ave., went to be
with the Lord on Dec. 22,
2016.
Survivors include her
husband of 59 years, James
Lamberth; daughter-in-law,
Anne; her brother, Carlton
Turner; extended family; her
caregivers, Diana, Lakeya,
and CeCe; and neighbors,
Chris and Theresa. She was
preceded in death by her
son, Raymond.
The family will receive
friends at the residence.
Condolences may be offered to the family at www.
hollomon-brown.com

SUFFOLK Mr.
George Frank Moore, Jr.,
age 63, a resident of Litton Lane, Suffolk, Va., died
Tuesday, December 20, 2016
at his home.
Graveside services will
be held 2:30 PM Tuesday, December 27, 2016 at Oakdale
Cemetery in Washington,
N.C.
Mr. Moore was born in
Portsmouth, Va. on June 3,
1953. He was the son of the
late George Frank Moore
and Ida Mae McGee Moore.
Mr. Moore graduated from
Deep Creek High School in
Chesapeake, Va. and Chesapeake Community College,
where he earned an Associate Degree in Business
Management.
Mr. Moore is survived
by a sister, Linda Moore of
Washington; an aunt, Hilda
Brame of Washington; two
nephews, Jon Clemmer and
Daren Clemmer; two nieces,
Karen Sturgill and Melissa
Clemmer; and best friend,
John Galo of Portsmouth, Va.
In addition to his parents, Mr. Moore was preceded in death by a sister, Carla
Clemmer.
The family will receive
friends from 1:00 PM to 2:15
PM Tuesday, December 27,
2016 at Paul Funeral Home &
Crematory in Washington.
Online condolences
may be sent to the family by
visiting www.paulfuneralhome.com
Paul Funeral Home &
Crematory in Washington,
N.C. is honored to serve the
Moore family.

Robert E. Wright
SUFFOLK - Robert “Bobby” Edward Wright, 74, pass
away on Wednesday December 21, 2016 at his home.
Bobby was born in Norfolk, VA the son of the late
Clarence and Billie Snowden
Wright. He was retired from
Dominion Virginia Power as
a Senior Service Representative, and was a U.S. Army
Veteran.
Survivors include his
wife, Linda Marie Davis
Wright; 2 brothers, W.
Randy Wright and his wife
Arlene, David Earl Wright;
a sister, Deborah Sawyer;
several nieces and nephews,
including a nephew with his
namesake, William Edward
Wright.
A graveside service will
be held at 11a.m. Tuesday
December 27th, 2016 in
Riverside Cemetery, Courtland, VA by Pastor W. Joe
Newman. The family will
receive friends from 6 to 7
p.m. on Monday at BakerFoster Funeral Home, 5685
Lee Farm Lane, Suffolk, VA.
Memorial donations may be
made to Norfolk S.P.C.A., 916
Ballentine Blvd., Norfolk,
VA 23504. Condolences may
be registered at BakerFoster.com.

Delbert Walther
VIRGINIA BEACH - 79,
passed away on December
22, 2016. Services will be
private. Hollomon-Brown
F. H., Princess Anne Chapel

Robert W. Halsey

Lisa D. Woolard

EDENTON, NC - 74, 1:00
pm Saturday, Dec. 24th,
Miller Funeral Home Chapel,
Edenton. Visitation to follow
service. www.millerfhc.com

VIRGINIA BEACH - 56,
passed away December 20,
2016. Altmeyer Funeral
Home is handling arrangements.

Glenn H. Perry, Sr.

Pamela Jean Leib

EDENTON, NC - 92, 2:00
pm Monday, Dec. 26th, Edenton Baptist Church. Visitation to follow service. www.
millerfhc.com

VIRGINIA BEACH - 47,
Visitation from 3-5 p.m. on
Thursday Dec. 29 in HD Oliver, Laskin Rd. Full obituary
at hdoliver.com.

Virginia Christine
Territo
VIRGINIA BEACH - Virginia Christine Territo
72, of Virginia
Beach Va
went to be
with the lord
after fighting
a long hard
battle with cancer on Monday December 19th 2016, she
was born in Houston Texas.
She was preceded in death
by her mother Irene Breeland and sons Russell Osborn
and Christopher Shaw. Left
to cherish her memory is
sister Sharon Breeland,
daughters Michelle Territo,
Amanda Skeans and sons
Charles Territo 3rd, Byron
Territo, Phillip Shaw Jr.,
with many grandchildren
and nieces. She was adored
and loved by so many.
Memorial will be held at St
.Gregory The Great Catholic
Church on Thursday December 29th @ 10am.for info call
757.737.1598

Jean Latimer Spady
SMITHFIELD - Jean
Latimer Spady, loving
wife, mother, grandmother,
and greatgrandmother,
passed away
peacefully
at Riverside
Healthy Living Community on December 23, 2016,
at age 91.
Jean was born on July
24, 1925 to parents Frank
Moore Latimer and Mary
Thelma Jordan Latimer in
Isle of Wight County, where
she lived most of her life.
She fell in love and married
Roland Spady on February
21, 1942. They shared a deep
love for each other and lived
together happily for 66 years
until Roland passed away in
2008.
Jean, also called “Gena”
by her grandchildren and
many, had a strong faith
in God and was an active,
long-time member of Benn’s
United Methodist where
she sung many years in the
choir. More recently she
was a member of Uzzell’s
United Methodist Church.
Jean was a loving and nurturing influence on her entire family, of whom she was
tremendously proud. Her
kindness, love, and grace
endeared her to her sons,
grandchildren, and greatgrandchildren, as well as all
of their spouses and many
close friends. She was a wonderful homemaker, happiest
when cooking for family
and friends or gardening in
her flower beds. She loved
music and poetry, sometimes
writing her own poems. She
was masterful at crochet.
She had a wonderful laugh,
which her family and friends
will remember fondly.
Jean was preceded in
death by her husband, Roland L. Spady, son, R. Dean
Spady, and brother, Frank
Douglas Latimer. She is
survived by sons: R. Douglas
Spady and wife Wilma, and
Bernard L. Spady and wife
Judy, daughter-in-law Sue S.
Spady and by seven grandchildren: Rhonda Chaffin and
husband Todd, Stacy Torrence and husband Shane,
Kim Spady, Chad Spady and
wife Vanessa, Ryan Spady,
Richard Spady and wife
Michelle, and Chris Spady
and wife Marissa. She was
blessed also with 11 greatgrandchildren: Cody Todd
Chafin, Connor Lee Chaffin,
Ava Jordan Torrence, Carter
Elizabeth Torrence, Windsor
Ann Torrence, Michael Lee
Spady, Addison Jean Spady,
Peyton Claire Spady, Matthew Dean Spady, Barrett
Ryland Spady, and Charlotte Else Spady. She is also
survived by brother-in-law
Bruce R. Spady and nieces
and nephews.
The family would like to
thank the staff of Willow
Creek at Riverside Healthy
Living Community for their
compassion and care for
Jean. We would also like to
thank Debbie Boyd for her
services.
Memorial donations can be
made to the Alzheimer’s Association (Disease & Related
Disorders), 6350 Center Dr,
Ste102, Norfolk, VA 23502.
The family will receive
friends from 6:00-8:00pm
on Monday, December 26
at Colonial Funeral Home
in Carrollton. A funeral
service will be conducted
at 11am Tuesday, December 27 in the funeral home
with Rev. Raymond Bunn
officiating. Jean’s grandsons
and grandsons-in-law will
serve as pallbearers. A brief
graveside service will follow
at St. Luke’s Cemetery.
Service arrangements are
in the care of Colonial Funeral Home, 14214 Carrollton
Blvd. Carrollton, VA. Family
and friends are encouraged
to share condolences and
remembrances at www.
colonialfuneralhomesmithfield.com.

