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VIRGINIA BEACH

Ryan Carroll knows what
a humpback whale looks like.
He went on a whale watching tour over the weekend.
So when he spotted something in the water while driving across the Chesapeake
Bay Bridge-Tunnel on Monday afternoon, he immediately knew what it was.
“I just looked over and saw
this huge thing that shouldn’t
be there,” he said.
It was the body of a humpback whale.
“We had seen a bunch and
were pretty confident it was
a whale,” he said.
Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center spokesman Matt Klepeisz said the
whale was located Tuesday
on an Eastern Shore bayside
beach just north of Kiptopeke State Park.
Early estimates put the
whale at about 30 feet, which
is “consistent with the size
animal we would expect to
see in this area,” Klepeisz
said.

spotted here. On Thursday,
a dead juvenile humpback
turned up near the Hampton
Roads Bridge-Tunnel, near
the north island. Scientists
performed a necropsy on the
33-foot, 10,000-pound whale
and believe it was struck by
a ship propeller.
Kristin Rayfield, who has
a marine biology degree and
works with Rudee Tours in
Virginia Beach, thinks more
of these incidents are to be
expected.
“We’re having more sightings in the mouth of the bay
in the shipping channels,”
she said. “Humpbacks are
slow whales and don’t have
echolocation like other marine mammals. Sometimes
they don’t even know the
ships are there.
“It’s like playing on (Interstate) 95, and it scares us.”
When Carroll saw the
whale Monday, he was driving from the Eastern Shore
back to Virginia Beach. He
had just come down past the
high-rise part of the bridge
when he saw it.
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Assembly to restore civil
rights to anyone convicted of
a felony who has completed
the sentences and paid the
RICHMOND
It’s halftime at the Virgin- fines.
By Jordan Pascale
The Virginian-Pilot

ia General Assembly.
The state Senate and House
of Delegates have finished
hearing and deciding on their
own bills, and those passed
now will “cross over” to the
other chamber to be considered. The session ends Feb. 25.
If a bill passes both chambers and is signed by Gov. Terry McAuliffe, it becomes law.
About 1,500 of the 2,600
pieces of legislation proposed
this session have passed one
chamber so far.
Many annual favorite bills
pitched by progressives and
Democrats died swift deaths
in the Republican-controlled
House and Senate. Other bills
will not get past Democrat
McAuliffe’s veto pen.
Of the 350 bills that already have passed both
chambers, only one – which
brings the state’s tax code
into conformity with federal law – has been signed by
McAuliffe.
Some of this year’s issues and where they stand
(“passed” means approved by
at least one chamber):
ALCOHOL

Passed
Alcohol in commercial
lifestyle centers: Creates a
new type of alcohol license
that would allow patrons
to take alcohol outside
in “pedestrian-friendly
commercial centers with at
least 25 acres and 100,000
square-feet of mixed use
development.” (HB1987,
SB1391)
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS

Passed
Property taxes, spouses
of disabled vets: Creates a
property tax exemption for
surviving spouses of disabled
veterans, even if they move.
(HJ562)
Transportation fund
lockbox: Designates that
transportation funds can be
used only for transportation
unless the General Assembly
votes to borrow from the
fund with a more than twothirds vote. Funds would have
to be paid back within four
years. (HJ693)
General Assembly veto
power: Gives the General
Assembly the ability to
suspend or nullify any
administrative rule or
regulation. (HJ545)

Failed
Redistricting commissions:
Several bills aimed to create
nonpartisan redistricting
commissions.
Governor term limits: Allows
the governor to serve for two
terms.
Felon civil rights restoration:
Authorizes the General

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Passed
Port host cities fund: Creates
two funds for cities that
have ports. One would go to
transportation routes heavily
used by port traffic. Another
would go to economic
development. While the
framework has passed,
money for the funds may be
hard to come by. (SB1013)

reduction infrastructure.
(HB2320)
FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION ACT/
TRANSPARENCY

Passed
City, school boards must post
register: Requires localities
and school boards to post
their check registers online.
(SB795)
Exemptions for fracking
chemicals: Exempts
disclosing certain chemicals
used in hydraulic fracturing
from the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act; deems them
a trade secret. (HB1678)

ELECTIONS/VOTING

GUNS/HUNTING

Passed

Passed

Proof of citizenship before
voting: Requires those
registering to vote to
provide proof of United
States citizenship, like a
birth certificate, passport or
naturalization documents.
(HB1598)

Blaze pink while hunting:
Allows hunters to wear
blaze pink instead of blaze
orange hunting apparel when
required during firearms deer
hunting season. (HB1939)

Amended and passed
Automatic suspension of
constitutional officers: Calls
for automatically suspending
constitutional officers if
convicted of a felony. The
House version was changed
to apply to any officers,
including city council and
school board members
and other public officers.
(HB2364, SB1487)

Failed
Ban personal use of
campaign fund: Makes it
illegal for politicians to use
campaign funds for personal
use. (HB1446)
ENVIRONMENT

Passed
Coal ash re-evaluation,
recycling: Requires Dominion
Virginia Power to re-evaluate
and explore options to
recycle coal ash in storage
pits across the state.
(SB1398)
Sand replacement permits:
Authorizes the Virginia Beach
Wetlands Board to create
a general permit for sand
removal instead of a more
onerous process currently
in use for removing sand
from personal property and
putting it back on the beach.
(HB1517)

Failed
Creation of coastal resiliency
secretary: Creates a Cabinet
position dedicated solely to
obtaining federal funding
to combat sea-level rise
and develop a statewide
adaptation strategy. (SB1349,
HB1964)
Hurricane and Flooding Risk
Reduction Act: Creates an
authority and a blueprint
for the state government
to respond to a massive
hurricane. The group
would be responsible for
planning flood barriers and
other flood- and hurricane-

Failed
Dogs on private property:
Fines hunters whose dogs
go on private land without
landowners’ permission.
(HB1900)
HEALTH CARE/
MENTAL HEALTH

Failed
Expedited screening in jails:
Aims to screen new jail
inmates for mental illness
within 72 hours. (HB1783)
MARIJUANA

Passed
Marijuana decriminalization
study: While no formal bill
passed either chamber,
Senate Majority Leader
Tommy Norment has asked
for the crime commission to
study decriminalization.

Failed
Decriminalize marijuana
possession: Those in
possession would be slapped
with a fine of no more than
$250 for a first violation and
$1,000 for multiple violations.
(HB1906, SB908)
POLICE/CRIME/
CORRECTIONS

Passed
Raise felony theft threshold:
Increases from $200 to $500
the threshold amount of
money or value of goods
taken at which the crime rises
to grand larceny. (SB816)

Failed
Jail death investigators:
Hires two professionals
to investigate suspicious
deaths at jails, and assigns
professionals to the nowcitizen Board of Corrections.
(HB1723)
TECHNOLOGY

Passed
Delivery robots: Allows
electric personal delivery
devices to operate on
sidewalks. The little
autonomous white robots
will deliver goods and food
orders to residents. (HB2016,

Loan for Portsmouth,
grant for HRSD in
proposed House budget
By Jordan Pascale
The Virginian-Pilot
RICHMOND

Proposed budgets from
the House of Delegates and
the state Senate came out
over the weekend and the
major headlines, announced
in January, were a proposed
3-percent raise for state employees and better pay for
state police.
But two items in the
House budget may stick out
for Hampton Roads.
One is a $1.4 million grant
to reimburse the Hampton
Roads Sanitation District
for an extensometer. That’s
a device used to measure
the subsidence or sinking
of land in the region. It’s a
key tool in measuring the
effects of relative sea level rise.
Another is a $5.1 million
loan over three years to help
Portsmouth with cash flow.
The city lost property tax
revenues after the Virginia
International Gateway port
facility property changed
from private to state ownership as part of its renegotiated lease.
It doesn’t appear that either proposal is in the Senate budget.
The two chambers confer
to come up with one spending plan, which must be
done by Feb. 15.
It then goes to Gov. Terry McAuliffe, who can veto
any part of it.

minion University.
HRSD wants to slow subsidence, and maybe even reverse it, by injecting treated
wastewater into the region’s
main aquifer, eventually at
a clip of 120 million gallons
a day – more than enough to
fill up the Rose Bowl each
day.
HRSD has been taking
wastewater from toilets and
sinks and treating it to the
point where it’s drinkable
again. Ted Henifin, HRSD’s
general manager, famously
drank the treated water at a
media event last year.
The agency plans to spend
$1 billion by 2030 converting seven of its plants into
aquifer-replenishment centers, if the demonstration
at the Nansemond facility
goes well.
Port loan
The treasury loan for lost
port property tax comes
after Portsmouth officials
were frustrated with the
state’s recently signed,
nearly 50-year deal to lease
the privately owned Virginia International Gateway.
The city is set to lose out
on $3.3 million in tax revenue over the next three
years because $64 million
in assets at the Virginia International Gateway property will come off the tax
rolls.
City officials said last
year they can’t afford to
lose that money and suggested it could hurt its public safety and education
budgets.
The state, through the
Virginia Department of
Transportation, would loan
Portsmouth $1.7 million a
year, allowing the city to
not miss out on tax revenue.
Planned expansion of
the port will include buying expensive cranes under the private side, which
will bring a big increase in
property tax revenue that
will enable Portsmouth to
repay the state loan.
State Sen. Louise Lucas,
D-Portsmouth, also had proposed a bill that would create two funds to help struggling port cities. One fund
would go to economic development, the other to transportation projects heavily
used by the ports.
The bill passed the Senate 28-11. The House will
take up Senate bills starting this week.
While the idea to create
the funds may be an easy
sell, finding money to fill
them isn’t.
It doesn’t appear either
chamber’s proposed budgets include appropriations
for those funds.

Extensometer
The HRSD is putting the
finishing touches on a 2,000foot hole where pipe and an
extensometer are installed
at the Nansemond Treatment Plant in Suffolk.
The state grant pays them
back for that device, which
measures how much the
land is rising or sinking.
About half of the relative
sea level rise in Hampton
Roads is caused by gradual land sinking due mostly
to businesses and residents
pumping water out of the
ground.
Decades ago the area
had two extensometers that
measured one to 4 millimeters of subsidence a year,
but that data collection
stopped because of a lack
of money.
A renewed focus on the
devastating effect sea level
rise could have on Hampton
Roads has led to restarting
the measurements.
Sinking land floods more
easily.
More than 176,000 residents could be displaced
if the land drops 3 feet or
more, according to the
Hampton Roads Planning
District Commission.
Hampton Roads could
subside 5 feet by 2100, ac- Jordan Pascale, 757-446-2276,
cording to the Center for jordan.pascale@pilotonline.com
Sea Level Rise at Old Do- Follow @jwpascale on Twitter.

